The Journey Back to Seringapatam   [1801
and is told that it was never intended to employ him in more than the
preparations ? *
He landed at Cannanore on April 2yth, after a tedious sea
passage from Bombay, during part of which he was very sick.
He was still in a poor state of health, having no appetite,
being unable to sleep and liable to touches of fever and ague.
He was, however, all agog to get back to Seringapatam, and
nothing was allowed to interfere with his progress thither.
Part of the road lay through the hostile country of the
Cotiote, at which stage of the journey he was alone with
George Elers, of the i2th, having dashed ahead of his staff,
and the six troopers who served as bodyguard. "Now,
Elers/* observed the Colonel, " if we are taken prisoners, I
shall be hanged as being brother to the Governor-General,
and you will be hanged for being found in bad company/* *
No one, however, appeared to carry out this gruesome
suggestion, and they passed safely into the friendly country
of Koorg, where even an invitation to hunt with the Rajah
could not tempt Arthur to delay his homeward journey.
So long and rapid were the last three marches that George
Elers declared on arrival, " I was much pleased to lie down
and recover from the fatigue I had gone through, for I was
nearly knocked up from following the great man in his rapid
movements/5 3
Elers, who was invited to stay with Colonel Wellesley at
the old Palace of Dowlaut Baug, has left in his memoirs an
intimate little picture of the Colonel at this particular period.
Colonel Wellesley [he says] kept a plain but good table. He had a
very good appetite, and his favourite dish was a roast saddle of mutton
and salad. This dish was placed opposite to him, and he generally
made his dinner off it. He was very abstemious with wine $ drank
four or five glasses with people at dinner, and about a pint of claret after.
He was very even in his temper, laughing and joking with those he
liked . . .
1 Supp. Despatches, Vol //, p. 4*5.
2 Elers Memoir^ p. z 27.              3 Ibid., p. 120.
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